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I’m learning that there are special days for just about everything!!! So many of these special
days with a little imagination can be great fun. These days can be used to broaden a child’s
horizon and teach them how to celebrate life. (You know, I’m actually writing this on April 6th
which is “Sorry Charlie” day. A day that if you don’t want to do something, you can just say
“Sorry Charlie!”)
I believe with all my heart that caring for children, if nothing else, should be fun! Yes, there’s
work to be done, regulations to keep, inspections, cleaning, shopping and those pop-up surprise
squabbles between children; but, ultimately, it’s the time you spend together that matters most.
Take the time to enjoy this day and to laugh with the children in your life! Whether it’s your
own or your day care children, they will grow up all too soon.
Have a simply marvelous day,

Carolyn Jacobs
Referral Counselor
NOTE: Giraffes are permitted in a day care setting providing:
They have had all the required shots
Pose no threat to children
And his/her neck can fit through the door and in the classroom.

The

Giraffe

The yellow giraffe is tall as can be.
(Put hand up high)

His lunch is a bunch of leaves off a tree.
(Put arm up for tree branches)

He has a very long neck and his legs are long, too.
(Point to neck and legs)

And he can run faster than his friends in the zoo.
(Run in place)

http://www.doubledeckerdayschool.org

What are giraffes?
Giraffes are the world’s tallest mammals. They are uniquely adapted to reach vegetation inaccessible to other
herbivores. The giraffe has unusually elastic blood vessels with a series of valves that help offset the sudden
buildup of blood (and to prevent fainting) when its head is raised, lowered, or swung quickly. Giraffe "horns"
are actually knobs covered with skin and hair above the eyes that protect the head from injury.

Giraffe Conservation Foundation:
World Giraffe Day was started by the Giraffe Conservation Foundation. The annual event is set up to
“celebrate the longest-necked animal on the longest day or night (depending on which hemisphere you live!)
of the year.

Global Citizen:
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/world-giraffe-day/
At the above website, there are several cute giraffe videos that children would enjoy.

Nashville Zoo:
Did you know there are more elephants and hippos in the wild than there are giraffes?

Use a child’s hand and lower arm to create a giraffe!!!
Color some brown spots or do thumb prints or use raisins to create the spots.

http://www.dltk-kids.com/puzzles/

Some days are like that!
I’m actually working on this section on March 14. We’re having one of the very few snowstorms we’ve had
all winter. I know my preference would have been to pull the covers back over my head! Bet I wasn’t alone
on that thought this morning; but, we chose to get up. So, why not have a little impromptu breakfast
celebration.

Kids Snacks with Fruit and Veggies
http://thebananapolice.com/fun-meals-4-kids-ideas/

A giraffe could look into a second-story window without
even having to stand on its tiptoes!
A giraffe's 6-foot-long neck weighs about 600 pounds.
The legs of a giraffe are also 6 feet long. The back legs look
shorter than the front legs, but they are about the same
length.

Baby giraffes are called calves. They are 6 feet tall at birth!
What other animal is called a calf?
http://kids.sandiegozoo.org/

Giraffes are extremely picky eaters.
Although it feeds 16 to 20 hours a day, the giraffe may
consume only about 65 pounds of foliage during that time. It
can maintain itself on as little as 15 pounds of foliage per day.
It will eat grass and fruits of various trees and shrubs, but its
principle food source is the acacia tree.

Giraffes are not heavy drinkers.
Giraffes drink water when it is available. They are able to
survive in areas with scarce water.

Young giraffes are self-sufficient
but vulnerable.
The 6-foot-tall calf grows rapidly as much as an inch a day. By
2 months of age, the young giraffe is eating leaves. At 6
months, it is fairly independent of its mother. A young giraffe
can even survive early weaning at 2 or 3 months. Although
few predators attack adult giraffes, lions, hyenas, and
leopards take their toll on the young. Scientists report that
only a quarter of infants survive their first year of life.

www.awf.org/wildlife-conservation/giraffe

Giraffes have extremely keen eyesight and can see great
distances. They also have excellent hearing. These sharp
senses help giraffes be alert to predators.

Population of about 97 K (thousand) individuals

They can gallop at 35 miles per hour.
(What other animals gallop?)

Native to more than 15 countries.
Giraffes are found in arid and dry savanna zones south of the Sahara wherever trees occur.
The world’s tallest mammal is struggling to find space to live.

http://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/7052712/The-zebra-and-the-giraffe
A short story online about the competition between the zebra and a giraffe. It’s a great diversity story. In the
end, both agreed to quit competing with each other and became best friends.

JOKES:

http://www.jokes4us.com/animaljokes/giraffejokes.html

Q: Why don't giraffes like fast food?
A: Because they can't catch it!

Q: What do you get when you cross a giraffe with a hedgehog?
A: A twelve-foot toothbrush

Q: What do you call a giraffe winning a horse race?
A: A longshot.

Q: What do you call an animal that turns into a boat?
A: A GIRRAFT.

Q. Why was the giraffe late?
A: Because he got caught in a giraffic jam!

http://myths.e2bn.org/mythsandlegends/userstory6430-how-giraffes-got-long-necks.html
A Long time ago in a continent called Africa, giraffes had very short necks about an inch shorter than any normal
human’s neck to be precise. All the giraffes thought this was normal and it was at that time. But, here is the story
about how giraffes got long necks.
It was a hot summer’s day and all the giraffe families came together to have a picnic. All the little giraffes were
playing games and the mothers and fathers were talking. Tim, a little giraffe was playing with two of his cousins
Tina and Margaret. They were playing with a ball and passing it by bouncing it on their heads.
There was one naughty little giraffe though. His name was Alvin. He really liked to get Tim and other little giraffes
into trouble. Tim, Margaret and Tina were all getting very thirsty and tired, so they decided to have a rest for a
while. Alvin saw that they were not playing anymore, so he decided to do something naughty to them. Tim,
Margaret and Tina were all talking, so they didn’t notice what Alvin was doing.
Suddenly, Alvin came out of nowhere and said “Nah nah you don’t have a ball!”
“What do you mean?” Tina said. Alvin pointed to a nearby tree. The ball was stuck between two very high branches.
“Oh no!” Tim cried. Then, Tim had an idea. “How about you carry me so I can get the ball?” he said to Tina. “Ok”
she replied. Margaret just stood and watched. The ball was still too high even when Tina carried Tim. Then Tim,
called Margaret to come and help.
The next thing you know, Tina was carrying Margaret and Margaret was carrying Tim. It was the funniest sight ever!
Finally, Tim could reach the ball. Then Tina lost her balance and fell over. So did Margaret. The only little giraffe
that didn’t fall was Tim. This was because his neck got stuck between the two branches that the ball was stuck in.
Luckily, the ball fell off the tree, but Tim was stuck! ”Ouch!” Tim thought. Tina and Margaret went to get some
help.
All the giraffes were gathered around that tree. Every single giraffe was pulling on one of Tim’s legs. Poor Tim was
being pulled so much! The whole family of giraffes were pulling and pulling and pulling! While they were pulling,
something very odd was happening. Tim’s neck was getting longer and longer and longer. Finally, after a few hours
of pulling, Tim’s head slipped through the branches.

http://www.momjunction.com/articles/giraffe-crafts-for-kids_00388942/#gref

INGREDIENTS:
● Bananas
● Sweet Lime
● Small Red Cherries

●
●
●

Kiwis
Oranges
Knife (for cutting fruits only)

Cut fruits for the children and let them assemble the giraffe as a craft/snack project.
INSTRUCTIONS:
 Peel off one banana and create the long neck of a giraffe.
 Place an entire sweet lime below the banana use as the body of the animal.
 Cut 5 (five) vertical slices out of bananas and kiwis and use 4 (four) of them as legs of the giraffe and one
as the tail.
 Create the mouth and face by arranging the semi-circular slices of kiwis and sweet limes as you see in the
image.
 Form ears and ossicones using the slices of oranges. Create mouth and eyes with the help of sliced
bananas.
 Make eyeballs using 2 (two) round red cherries.

How do you?
A student named Jacob was sitting in class one day and the teacher walked by and he asked her "How do you put
an elephant in the fridge?"
The teacher said "I don't know, how?"
Jacob then said "You open the door and put it in there!"
Then Jacob asked the teacher another question "How do you put a giraffe in the fridge?"
The teacher then replied "Oh, I know this one. You open the door and put it in there?"
Jacob said "No, you open the door, take the elephant out, and then you put it in there."
Then he asked another question. "All the animals went to the lion’s birthday party, except one animal, which one
was it?"
The teacher a bit confused and said "The lion?"
Then the student said "No, the giraffe because he's still in the fridge."
Then he asked her just one more question. "If there is a river full of crocodiles and you wanted to get across it,
how would you?"
The teacher then says "You would walk over the bridge."
Then Jacob says "No, you would swim across because all the crocodiles are at the lion’s birthday party!"

Giraffe Hat
Children can easily enter into the world of imagination.
This craft will encourage this process.

http://www.brighthubeducation.com/preschool-crafts-activities/62653-fun-preschool-giraffe-craft/
SUPPLIES:
White or Yellow Construction Paper

Pencil for tracing

Scissors

Crayons

INSTRUCTIONS:
 Start with yellow or white construction paper.
 Trace an outline of a giraffe’s head, allowing room for straps.
 Either pre-cut this giraffe hat out, or have the children cut the outline with blunt safety scissors.

PATTERN FOR GIRAFFE HAT!

MR. GIRAFFE
Oh! Mr. Giraffe,
You make me laugh,
You’re made all wrong,
Your head is so high,
Up there in the sky,
Your neck is so long.
It seems to me,
Your dinner and tea,
Have a long way to go,
I’m wondering how,
They reach your tummy,
That’s far-far below.
http://www.rhymestore.com/listing/mr-giraffe/

I know a Giraffe
Original Author Unknown
Sung to: "On Top of Old Smokey"
I know a giraffe
With a neck that's real high.
She stretches and stretches
till it reaches the sky.
She lives on the plains
With the elephants, too
You might also see her when you go to the zoo

Absolutely adorable story!
It can easily be used to teach
children about feelings. How
others may feel when they
are made fun of. How one
person can make a huge
difference.

by Giles Andreae
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kVzblgpqQnk
Uploaded by Alfonso Marquez

A game to play with school-age children to help teach past present and future tenses.
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My best friend is a gentle giraffe,
A gentle giraffe, a gentle giraffe.
He doesn't talk much, but he makes me laugh,
Makes me laugh all day.
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He danced a jig while crossing the bridge,
Crossing the bridge, crossing the bridge.
He taught it to me and my sister, Midge,
And now we jig all day!
Do you miss the jungle, Gentle Giraffe?
Are you homesick? Are you sad?
You're the best friend I've ever had! Please play with me!
And stay with me!
He smiled and winked that gentle giraffe,
Gentle giraffe, gentle giraffe.
We had a big picnic in the grass,
And drank plum juice all day!
Peanut butter, jubilee jam,
Ginseng tea with half and half!
Nothing's too fine for my giraffe!
I love him true
He loves me too...oh...
My best friend is a gentle giraffe,
A gentle giraffe, a gentle giraffe.
He doesn't talk much, but he makes me laugh,
Makes me laugh all day.

Phone:
Toll Free:
Fax:
E-mail:
Web:

716-285-8572
1-800-701-4KID (4543)
716-286-9243
ccrrniagara@niagaracap.org
www.childcareofniagara.com
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CCRandR/

By Marla Lewis

