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In New York State any person caring for more than two children for more than three hours a day, unless all of the children 

being care for are related to the child care provider within the third degree of consanguinity, is required to obtain a 

registration or license from the New York State Office of Children and Family Services.  The New York State Office of 

Children and Family Services is the governing body for child day care in New York State.  A copy of the child care 

regulations, listing the minimum health and safety requirements, for each type of child care program may be located on 

the Office of Children and Family Services website at: http://ocfs.ny.gov/main/childcare/daycare_regulations.asp 

 The New York State Office of Children and Family Services conducts a biannual survey of child care providers in New 

York State in order to evaluate the actual cost of providing child care services.  The results of the survey were compiled in 

a report called Child Care Market Rates Survey 2015.  A complete copy of the report, including the background 

information and the purpose of conducting the survey, may be accessed at 

http://ocfs.ny.gov/main/reports/Child%20Care%20Market%20Rate%20Survey%202015%20Report.pdf  

The fees for child care services are based upon the actual costs of providing child care in a specific type of child care 

setting.  Due to the increased costs of running a licensed or registered center-based child care program, such as the high 

cost of insurance, staff salaries, staff training, meeting adult/child ratios and other regulatory requirements as required by 

the New York State Office of Children and Family Services child day care regulations, the cost of enrolling a child in a 

center-based program is higher than the cost of enrolling a child in a registered or licensed family child care home or a 

legally-exempt child care home.  All persons working in a registered and licensed child care center or family child care 

home are required to obtain 30 hours of training every two years in nine specific topic areas.  The cost of these trainings is 

reflected in the fees charged for child care services.   

The New York State Office of Children and Family Services child day care regulations do not require legally-exempt child 

care providers to obtain a registration or license because they are caring for two or fewer children or all related children.   

Legally-exempt child care providers are not required to follow the New York State Office of Children and Family Services 

child day care regulations or obtain training and have fewer regulatory requirements, therefore legally-exempt child care 

providers are able to charge a lesser fee to parents for providing child care services.   If a legally-exempt child care 

provider chooses to obtain ten hours of training each year, the legally-exempt child care provider may charge a higher fee 

for child care services.   
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Definition of Child Care Rates 

Rates for child care are determined depending on the amount of time a child attends the program. The definition of child 

care rates are defined in the table below.   

Type of Rate Charged  

Weekly 
This is the maximum amount charged per week for a child attending a program when the child 
attends five days a week for more than five hours a day (defined as full-time care). 

Daily Rate charged when a child attends more than five hours a day but less than five days a week. 

Part-day Rate charged when a child attends less than five hours a day and less than five days a week. 

Hourly Rate charged when a child attends less than three hours a day. 

 

Adult/Child Ratios 

Adult/child ratios are an important consideration in determining the actual cost of care for each type of child care program.   

A registered family child care program may care for six or fewer children ages 6 weeks to 5 years of age and an additional 

two school-age children.  There must be one caregiver present for every two children under the age of 2 years.   

Licensed group family child care homes may care for up to 12 children ages 6 weeks to 12 years of age plus an additional 

four school-age children.  There must be one caregiver present for each child under the age of 2 years. 

The adult/child ratios for a licensed day care centers are included in the table below. 

Child’s Age Adult to Child Ratio Maximum Group Size 

6 weeks to 18 months 1 to 4 8 

18 months to 36 months 1 to 5 12 

3 years 1 to 7 18 

4 years 1 to 8 21 

5 years 1 to 9 24 

School-age children to 9 years of age  1 to 10 20 

School-age children 10 to 12 years old 1 to 15 30 
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The adult/child ratios for a registered school-age child care program are included in the table below.  

Child’s Age Adult to Child Ratio Maximum Group Size 

5 to 9 years 1 to 10 20 

10 to 12 years 1 to 15 30 
 

A compilation of the market rate survey results for Niagara County with a comparison of the 2011-2013 and the 2013 

2015 market rates being charged by each type of child care program is included in the tables below.   

Day Care Center Rates 
Child’s 
Age 

Under 1½ 1½-2 3-5 6-12 

Rates 
2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

Weekly $190 $200 +$10 $180 $190 +$10 $170 $180 +$10 $160 $170 +$10 

Daily $42 $43 +$1 $40 $41 +$1 $38 $38 0 $35 $37 +$2 

Part-day $28 $29 +1 $27 $27 0 $25 $25 0 $23 $25 +$2 

Hourly $6.75 $7 +.25 $6.75 $7.50 +.75 $6.25 $7.50 +.75 $6.25 $7 +.75 
 

Group Family Day Care Rates 

Child’s 
Age 

Under 1½ 1 ½ - 2 3-5 6-12 

Rates 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

Weekly $150 $150 $0 $140 $150 $1 $140 $150 +$10 $140 $143 +$3 

Daily $33 $33 $0 $30 $30 $0 $30 $30 $0 $30 $30 $0 

Part-day $22 $22 $0 $20 $20 $0 $20 $20 $0 $20 $20 $0 

Hourly $4.00 $5.00 +$1 $4.00 $5.00 +$1 $4.00 $5.00 +$1 $5.00` $5.00 $0 
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Registered Family Day Care Rates 

Child’s 
Age Under 1½ 1 ½ - 2 3-5 6-12 

Rates 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

Weekly $150 $150 $0 $140 $150 $1 $140 $150 +$10 $140 $143 +$3 

Daily $33 $33 $0 $30 $30 $0 $30 $30 $0 $30 $30 $0 

Part-day $22 $22 $0 $20 $20 $0 $20 $20 $0 $20 $20 $0 

Hourly $4.00 $5.00 +$1 $4.00 $5.00 +$1 $4.00 $5.00 +$1 $5.00` $5.00 $0 
 

 

 

 

School-Age Child Care Program (SACC) Rates 

Child’s 
Age 

Under 1½ 1½-2 3-5                  6-12 

Rates 
2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

2011-2013 2014-2016 
Increase/ 
Decrease 

Weekly       $160 $180 +$20 

Daily       $35 $38 +$3 

Part-day       $23 $25 +$2 

Hourly       $6.25 $7.50 +.75 
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*The enhanced rate for legally-exempt child care providers is paid to legally-exempt child care providers who have 

obtained 10 hours of training within one year prior to the date that the legally-exempt enrollment application is submitted.   

Standard Rate for Legally-Exempt Family Child Care/In-Home Child Care 

Child’s 
Age 

Under 1½ 1½-2 3-5 6-12 

Rates 
2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

Weekly $98 $98 0 $91 $98 +$7 $91 $98 +$7 $91 $93 +$2 

Daily $20 $21 +$1 $20 $20 0 $20 $20 $0 $20 $20 $0 

Part-day $13 $14 +$1 $13 $13 0 $13 $13 $0 $13 $13 $0 

Hourly $2.60 $3.25 +.65 $2.60 $3.25 +.65 $2.60 $3.25 +.65 $2.76 $3.25 +.49 

*Enhanced Rate for Legally-Exempt Family Child Care/In-Home Child Care 
Child’s 
Age 

Under 1½ 1½-2 3-5 6-12 

Rates 
2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

2011-
2013 

2014-
2016 

Increase/ 
Decrease 

Weekly $105 $105 0 $98 $105 +$7 $98 $105 +$7 $98 $100 $7 

Daily $21 $23 +$2 $21 $21 $0 $21 $21 $0 $21 $21 $0 

Part-day $14 $15 +$1 $14 $14 $0 $14 $14 $0 $14 $14 $0 

Hourly $2.80 $3.50 +.70 $2.80 $3.50 +.70 $2.80 $3.50 +.70 $2.98 $3.50 +.52 
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Analysis of Actual Child Care Costs 

Based on the information in the tables above all payment schedules either stayed the same or increased between the 

surveys conducted in 2009 and 2011, except for the hourly rated for a 3 to 5 year old child attending a day care center.  

The fee for this age group decreased 25 cents for parents who are charged the hourly rate.     

Infants 

Infant slots demand the highest payment, except for the hourly rate charged for school-age child, as infants require the 

greatest amount of care and have the lowest adult child ratio requirement.   

The average weekly rate for placing an infant in a day care center is 25% higher than placing an infant in a registered or 

licensed family child care home and 51% higher than placing an infant in a legally-exempt child care program.   

Toddlers 

The average weekly rate for placing a toddler in a day care center is 21% more than placing a toddler in a registered or 

licensed family child care home and 48% higher than placing a toddler in a legally-exempt child care program.   

Preschool-age Children 

The average weekly rate for placing a pre-school aged child in a day care center is 17% more than placing a pre-school 

aged child in registered or licensed family child care home and  46% more than placing a child in a legally-exempt child 

care program. 

School-age Children 

The average weekly rate for placing a school-aged child in a School-Age Child Care (SACC) program or a day care center 

is approximately 16% higher than placing a school-age child in a registered or licensed family day care home and 45% 

higher than placing a child in a legally-exempt child care program. 
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Conclusion 

Analyzing child care costs for all types of programs reveals that the more regulations a child care program has to comply 

with the greater the cost of care to the parent.  Regulations exist to set a minimum health and safety standard for children 

being cared for in a child care program.  Without regulations there would be less quality child care programs available to 

parents.  Quality child care is vital to the health and well-being of all children.  Quality child care is defined as high quality 

early learning experiences that help a child thrive.  It is those events, activities, environments, relationships, and factors 

that have a positive impact on a young child’s cognitive, physical, social, and emotional development.  Quality includes 

age-appropriate curricula, highly skilled staff, warm and responsive interactions, small class sizes and a language rich 

environment. 

Quality child care programs serve young children as well as parents/guardians who might be less effective in their jobs 

without access to quality child care programs for their children.  In turn, employers benefit by the enhanced performance 

of their workers.  Quality child care prepares young children for success in school, job training, employment and 

community life. 

 When looking for a child care program it is important to learn as much information as you can about each type of child 

care program to determine which type of care best meets your family’s individual needs.  The Child Care Resource and 

Referral (CCR&R) program can assist parents in obtaining information on all types of child care.  Parents should visit each 

child care program in which they are considering enrolling their child to see what the program has to offer and to assess 

the quality of the program.  It is a good idea to ask each child care provider for references and to check those references.  

For more information on what to look for when choosing a quality child care program please, visit the Community Child 

Care Clearinghouse of Niagara website at: www.childcareofniagara.com.  

This report is an analytical report and is provided for informational purposes only.  The Community Child Care 

Clearinghouse of Niagara does not warrant the information regarding any child care provider or program nor do we 

license, endorse or recommend any child care provider or program.  Only a parent can decide if the quality of care is right 

for his/her child.  

 

 


